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Total Population:

66,443,000 

Youth Population:

15,809,000 

Youth Population (15-24) in %:

23.8% 

Median Age (years):

18.1 



Source: World Population Prospects (United Nations, New York, 1996)



Statistics on Youth

Demographic Indicators:
Total Population 1995:

68,365,000 

Projected Population 2030:

137,089,000 

Youth Population (15-24) 1995:

19.1% 

Projected Youth Population 2030:

18.9% 

Male Population (15-24) 1995:

5,577,921 

Female Population (15-24) 1995:

5,278,242 

Median Age 1995 (years):

17.6 

Urban Population (15-24) 1995:

6,058,140 

Rural Population (15-24) 1995:

4,798,023 


Educational Indicators:
Education Compulsory Age (years):

6-10 

Illiterate Total (15+) 1995:

27.7%; ~1994 National Estimates 

Illiterate Males (15+) 1995:

21.6%; ~1994 National Estimates 

Illiterate Females (15+) 1995:

34.2%; ~1994 National Estimates 

Gross Enrolment 1994:
Secondary % of relevant age:

M:76; F:62 

Tertiary % of relevant age:

M:17; F:8.2 

Public Expenditure on Education:
As % of Current Government Expenditures:

22.7% (1994) 

Expenditure on 2nd Level:

36.1% (1994) 

Expenditure on 3rd Level:

22.0% (1994) 


Employment Indicators:
Economic activity (15-19) in %:

M:55%; F:17% (1985) 

Economic activity (20-24) in %:

M:87%; F:18% (1985) 

Annual growth rate (15-19) in %:

n/a 

Annual growth rate (20-24) in %:

n/a 

Youth and Labor Force in %:

31% (M:25%; F:6%) (1985) 

Total Unemployment in %:

13.9% (1984) 

Youth Unemployment (15-19) in %:

Over 25%; 15-24 (1984) 

Youth Unemployment (20-14) in %:

Over 25%; 15-24 (1984) 




National Youth Policy

Within the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran,the Supreme Council for Youth was established in August 1992 to achieve the following goals: 1) to support the overall and natural growth of the personality of youth; 2) to meet mental, social, physical, spiritual needs and to guide their emotional wants; 3) to provide the grounds for youth participation in social life activities and effective implementation of the social affairs, and to defend the home land of the Islamic Republic of Iran; and 4) to preserve and strengthen youth joyfulness toward the development of the country and glory of Islamic Iran. The Council, organized by the Ministers of Education, aims at promoting the awareness toward culture and higher education, culture and Islamic Guidance, employment and social affairs, health, treatment and medical training, internal affairs, broadcasting, sports and physical education, etc. The Government has established the "National Youth Center" on March 17, 1999. The Center serves as an executive body for the Supreme Council of Youth headed by the Deputy President.


After the establishment of the SCY in 1992, and the efforts of the experts and resource persons in cultural affairs, the educational charter of the young generation was formulated and approved by the SCY in summer 1995, as the first basic action in programming. The educational charter indicates the theoretical framework of the cultural policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, regarding educational and cultural promotion of the young generation. The educational charter that includes 14 fields and 98 articles briefly draws the perfect feature of the young generation in different aspects of individual and social life. However, clear approaches of concepts of values and of theoretical interpretative framework and of scientific dimensions of any idealistic article of the charter, is needed to implement the charter completely. Therefore, the detailed objectives and executive policies of the charter is to identify the area of actions and efforts of religious, social and cultural institutions toward meeting mental and intellectual needs of the youth and fostering their innate talents to be flourished. After its final approval by the SCY in summer 1995 referring to the presidency circular letter, in regard of implementation of educational charter, the detailed objectives and executive policy of the educational charter titled the strategy of the Islamic Republic of Iran for cultural and educational growth of the youth concerned as the national youth policy, was communicated to the ministries and governmental organizations to be implemented as a practical guideline.In the first section of the charter the government main orientations and principal policies have been mentioned. The detailed objectives and related executive policies followed the charter 98 principles in the next section. In order to have better understanding of the content of the national youth policy, the main orientations and its principal policies are:

Coordinating, conformity, unified attitude in policy - making, planning, national decision making, mobilizing manpower and possibilities in order to materialize the educational objectives of the educational charter for the young generation.
Calling public participation and trial to expand and extend the spiritual and Cultural atmosphere so as to provide religious training and to flourish and prosper the innate talents and faculties of the youth.

Dominating the factor of flexibility in devising educational planning, intellectual guidance of the youth toward the ideal perfection, observing gradual process and moderation and avoiding haste, waste and delay.

Change and reforming the administrative structure of the executive system of the country and adapting rules and regulations to match the circumstances of the youth in order to make ways to attract and direct them to adopt the cultural policies of the system.

Making attempts to identify the traits, capabilities and potentials of the youth in order to benefit the legitimate and scientific approaches to secure their growth, and cultural and educational promotion.

Comprehensive views, farsightedness, and adopting efficient policies in organizing the educational programs based on the Islamic education to cope with the spiritual, mental and emotional requirement and characteristics of the young generation.

Directing and correcting public opinions and interpretation on the issue of the young generation, those valuable godly entrusted people who enjoy wits and talents and reasonable and emotional potentials as well as innate magnanimity and freedom from evil and sin.

Adopting brilliant measures on the ground of observing public interests prior to those of individual and prevailing the spirit of association and team work upon the cultural atmosphere of the society and withstanding the expansion on individualistic and seclusive trend and trait among the youth.

Thinking fresh like those of the young and displaying juvenility in social and political sphere of operation, extending cultural and human relations and popularizing sociability among the youth within the framework of social groups.

Directing and leading the youth to wards the acquisition of virtuous accomplishments through competing with others in observing the priority of purification over education and their association.

Outlining the model and pattern of an idealistic youth in the system of the Islamic Republic and identifying the qualifications and compiling the indexes of the approved youth on the basis of the religious standards, needs, and circumstances.

Improving and strengthening human ties and relations, brotherhood and concord among the youth based on the principles and criteria of attraction and repulsion in the Islamic culture.

Projecting a vivid and promising prospect of the life - style, cultural activities, occupied and leisure of the young generation through establishing the required organization and institutionalize the affairs concerned.

Making special attempts to educate and resolve the major problems of the girls considering their needs, conditions and emotional characteristics in devising the cultural planning and creating a kind of balance and harmony in the social facilities provided for girls and boys.

Expanding the Islamic propagation intending to conduct the behavioristic Attitude of the young generation while observing simplicity and brevity matching with their mental capacity and culture in various social and cultural aspects.

Developing plans on the ground of protecting family stronghold an its sanctity as the fundamental base of the society, and making an overall attempt to pave the way for the marriage of the youth on the basis of the approved Islamic pattern.

Employing practical and scientific efforts to reinforce the nationalistic and Religious feelings and further the culture of self-confidence in the youth and adding to their scientific potentials so as to recognize the customs and traditions, and detecting the proper means of cultural relations.

Promoting the public culture and supporting research work and perseverance in the youth so as to enrich the store of human knowledge and employ the divine talents and capabilities in social construction and securing the nation's independence.

Devising comprehensive and purposeful planning so as to optimize the artistic talents and viewpoints of the youth and applying art as a medium for the beautification of the aspects of life and transferring the Islamic culture.

Preserving the continuity, dynamism and coherence in cultural and educational planning, and providing the incentive for the large public to tend to settle the life affairs of the young generation.
As it is seen, in formulating national youth policy of Iran, going to extremes has been avoided and the guidelines are proposed very moderately. Also the youth's moral and intellectual needs as well as their material problems, has been put in the same consideration. Besides considering the educational and scientific issues, the programmes in amusement and art has been provided. Government executive policy and strategy based on the articles of the charter and the objectives have been explained in the national youth policy in detail. It should be mentioned that all the articles are underlined by general 14 fields as mentioned.Thus, the national youth policy of Iran is comprehensive one and all the issues related to the young generation has been considered from different aspects, while necessary guidelines required for Youth growth and progress is provided and youth rights and responsibilities has been made clear to the authorities and to the youth themselves.

After formulation of the national youth policy the explanation of functional action of the charter was provided in another single plan; then the priorities of executive measures was specified and identified to the government organizations. They hope the concepts of the principles of the educational charter be implemented and carried out through these actions, effectively and the necessary grounds to reach youth development and promotion be provided.

The Secretariat of the Supreme Council of Youth is now the official body coordinating the implementation of the national youth policy and all youth related activities; it also evaluates the implementation of this policy.

The Iranian National Youth Policy is a result of the efforts and struggles of scholars, experts, authorities and government officials in this field. It has been formulated according to the Educational Charter of the Young Generation. This Charter was devised in 14 fields and 98 articles based on the contents of the constitution of the Supreme Council of the Youth.

The National Youth Policy has not only expanded the objectives included in the Charter, but also determined the strategic orientations to achieve those objectives, and the measures to be taken in order of priority.

To enhance youth participation in the decision making process the Government has established "Women, Family and Youth Committee" in parliament and it has also established a Data Bank on Youth.

To further implement the programme of action on youth the Government has established the "National Youth Center" on March 17, 1999. The Center serves as an executive body for the Supreme Council of Youth headed by the Deputy President. Its functions include, inter alia , the following:

* coordinating and implementing policies and decisions adopted by the Supreme Council;
* formulating and implementing projects which address the needs of youth;
* streamlining the formation of new governmental and non-governmental initiatives;
* providing new employment and vocational training opportunities;
* providing cultural and educational opportunities;
* ensuring greater access of young persons to housing and other services;
* conducting project studies on the economic, social and cultural situation of youth etc.



National Youth and Student Coordinating Bodies:

According to the information in the UN Youth Unit, there is one national youth coordinative body in Iran called the Supreme Council of Youth. 

A contact list of youth and youth-related organizations in Iran is as follows:
Muhammad Reza Hashemi Gol-Payegani, Minister
Ministry of Higher Education
Tehnan, Iran

Red Cresent Youth Association of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Ostad Negatolahi Avenue
Teheran, Iran

Scout Association of the Islamic Republic of Iran
196 Keshavarz Blvd.
14166 Teheran, Iran

The Supreme Council of Youth
Mr. Reza Mahboubi
Director of International Relations
P.O. Box 14185
696 Teheran, Iran
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